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4." The Board of Chiropractic Examiners. has asked the’ opinion’ “of “this office ue 
7 # on the following question: * a ee 
|, Is a licensed physical therapist authorized f0: o- adjust the spine, of a s patient? ae 


| ‘The conclusion is as follows: 
i The adjustment of the spine of a person does not come adits the inheied ae 
-: pgactice of a physical therapist whether he be registered under.chapter 5:6 or... ,.: 
7 licensed, under chapter 5.7 of Division 2 of the Business and Profetsions ‘Code, Es 


AN. ALYSIS’ 


"Under California law there are two types of. physical ‘robles the registered’ ie 
eel therapist under chapter 5.6 of Division 2 of the Business and’ Professions" ‘. 
“ Code (beginning with § 2600) and the licensed physical therapist under chapter 
:.5.7 (beginning at § 2650). As far as the licensed physical therapist i is concerned, . 
physical therapy is defined in § 2660 as follows: we 
“The term ‘physical therapy’ shall mean the treatment of any bodily . gan ge 
or mental condition of any person by the use of the physical, chemical, .- 
and other propertics of heat, light, water, cleccricity, massage, and active, 
". passive, and resistive exercise. The use of roentgen rays and radium, for. °° °° 
\" diagnostic and therapeutic purposes, and the use of electricity for surgical’... 
: * purposes, including cauterization, are not authorized under the term = -::: 
". "physical therapy’ as used hercin, and a license issued hereunder shall not . 
ee, ote authorize che diagnosis of discasc.” ome 
re. As far as registered physical therapists are concerned § 2601 defines physical. 
» therapy as follows: ee 
"Physical therapy’ means the treatment of any bodily or eit con--.+ : : 
_,. dition of any person by the use of the physical, chemical, and other prope: 3-057" 
; . erties of heat, lighe, water, or electricity, and by massage and active or pas- . 7. + 
. Sive exercise.-The use of roentgen rays and radium, for diagnostic and. 
“4. ° therapeutic: purposes, and the use of electricity for surgical purposes, in- 
cluding cauterization, are not authorized under the term physical therapy’ i wit 
as used herein,” var 
; The only possible support for the proposition that a Physical thermpise 0 may 
adjust the spine is found in the use of the word “massage” in these two sections. — 
_ The word “massage” in its ordinary and common meaning generally refers to "|, 
- :. activity involving the muscles than the bony structure. In that connection Webster's. 
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! New International Dictionary, Second Edition, defies the word: 1 Ymasage” as 
+ follows: — : 
"A mettiod of treating the superficial soft parts of the body for’ 7 
_remedial or hygienic purposes, consisting in rubbing, i kneading, cae 


-, = 4. tapping, etc, with the hand or an instrument.” 





, “Massage” is defined in Blakiston's New Gould “Medical Diclony as a 
: follows: " a of 

ae “The act isp sakbiag. kneading, or stroking the superficial parts of © 

ie fis body with the ‘hand or with an instrument, for the purpose of modi. : 

4 fying nortios, restoring ‘power of movement, breaking up adhesions, * 

etc,” 





Both in definition and practice there is a great deal of diférence Lacgean “ 
“> massaging the muscles surrounding the spine and actually manipulating and adjust- 7: 
. ing the various bones that make up the sping. Consequently, the word “massage” ©": 
>.".°" would not appear to have such a broad meaning as to allow a physical therapist - :: 
iv to engage in what has been traditionally held to be the practice of chiropractic, a 
ee Chiropractic’ has been defined in several court cases. The leading case in which 
“*. the scope of the practice is defined is People v. Fowler, 32 Cal. App. 2d-Supp. .:; 
737, 745-746, The basic definition of the scope of that practice taken from Web- » G 
_' ster’s New Standard Dictionary and quoted in the Fowler case states that it is... 
“A system of {or} the practice of adjusting the joints, especially of the spine, by :': 
band for the curing of disease.” (Italics added) Consequently, from the Fowler * 
case it is clear that the adjusting of the spine by hand for the curing of a disease .. 
. , Constitutes the practice of chiropractic. Section 15 oF the Chiropractic Act provides, 
in part,.as follows: : ; 
' “Any person who shall practice or attempt to practice chicoprace 
‘. ‘tle... without first complying with the sProvisions of this act... » shall be . 
guilry of a misdemeanor... .” ae 


‘In view of the foregoing it is concluded that a physical therapist would wa 
‘acting outside the scope of his license if he were to adjust the spine of a person, + 

















